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FJJA Announces Three Post Conference Intensive Trainings  

2014  
Adolescent  
Conference 

May 13-15, 2014 
Orlando, Fl 

Register Now! 

Three	Intensive	Post	Conference	Sessions	have	been	scheduled	for	Thursday,	May	15,	2014.	The	lineup:	

Mental	Health	First	Aid	 ‐	A	stunning	44	school	shootings	have	claimed	28	lives	since	the	massa‐
cre	at	Sandy	Hook	Elementary.	After	the	Newtown	Connecticut	tragedy,	many	states	have	enacted	
or	have	filed	legislation	(including	Florida)	focused	on	early	intervention,	school‐based	services	and	
staff	training	to	prevent	potential	tragedies	such	as	the	Sandy	Hook	shootings.		Florida’s	legislation	
(SB574‐HB159)	 is	positioned	to	pass	 this	year	 that	would	mandate	a	DCF	directed	Mental	Health	
First	Aid	Training	Program.	The	program	is	intended	to	help	the	public	identify	and	understand	the	
signs	of	mental	illnesses	and	substance	use	disorders	and	provide	the	public	key	skills	to	help	some‐
one	who	is	developing	or	experiencing	a	mental	health	or	substance	use	problem.	

 Recommended	in	the	recent	Sandy	Hook	report,	Mental	Health	First	Aid	(MHFA)	is	a	public	educa‐
tion	program	brought	 to	 the	U.S.	 through	 a	 collaborative	 effort	 between	 the	National	 Council	 for	
Community	Behavioral	Healthcare,	 the	Maryland	State	Department	of	Health	and	Mental	Hygiene,	
and	the	Missouri	Department	of	Mental	Health.	 	A	training	now	delivered	nationwide	to	help	non‐
clinicians,	 MHFA	 is	 an	 interactive	 8‐hour	 course	 that	 introduces	 participants	 to	 risk	 factors	 and	
warning	signs	of	mental	health	problems,	builds	understanding	of	their	impact	and	overviews	com‐
mon	treatments.		CEU’s	and	Certification	provided.	Workshop	Cost‐	$129.	Register	now	

 Human	Trafficking	of	Minors‐	Did	you	know	that	according	to	the	Florida	DCF,	young	women	
aging	out	of	the	foster	care	system	and/or	entering	the	juvenile	justice	system	are	at	considerably	
higher	risk	than	their	peers	at	becoming	involved	in	a	human	trafficking?	Human	trafficking	is	con‐
sidered	to	be	one	of	the	fastest	growing	criminal	industries	in	the	world.	All	day	intensive	session	
will	bring	together	many	different	disciplines	and	address	various	responses	to	Human	Trafficking.		
The	morning	will	consist	of	presentations	of	various	Florida	state	agencies	on	its	efforts	in	Human	
Trafficking	as	well	as	a	panel	of	Human	Trafficking	experts	representing	different	disciplines	in	the	
field	to	discuss	their	human	trafficking	efforts	and	successes.	

 The	afternoon	will	consist	of	four	workshop	options:		Survivor	lead	workshop;	Law	enforcement	led	
workshop	focusing	on	community	 level	empowerment	activities	to	 identify	 local	core	 issues;	Pro‐
vider	led	workshop	focusing	on	vulnerable	at	risk	populations‐	DCF,	DJJ,	LGBTQ,	homeless;	and	Hu‐
man	Trafficking	101.		Session	developed	by	the	Statewide	Taskforce	on	Human	Trafficking,	DCF,	DJJ,	
Center	for	Drug	Free‐Living.	CEU’s	Provided.	Workshop	Cost‐	$149.	Register	now	

 Suicide	Prevention/Bullying‐	Bullying/Cyber	Bullying	among	youth	today	is	a	significant	prob‐
lem.	As	has	been	reported	in	the	news	time	and	again,	adolescents	have	turned	to	suicide	as	a	way	
of	 dealing	 with	 bullying.	 Today,	 research	 shows	 that	 suicide	 accounts	 for	 13%	 of	 all	 adolescent	
deaths	in	the	United	States.	Nationally	recognized	speaker,	Michael	Nerney	will	speak	on	the	impact	
of	bullying	on	social‐emotional,	and	cognitive	development	of	youth.	

 During	this	training	session,	participants	will	also	learn	how	to	recognize	the	warning	signs	of	sui‐
cide,	know	how	to	ask	the	crucial	question,	how	to	offer	hope	and	how	to	get	help	and	save	a	life.		
QPR	Training	(Question,	Persuade,	Refer)	is	designed	for	any	adult	gatekeeper	who	interacts	with	
those	who	may	be	 suicidal.	 Session	also	 includes	certification	 in	QPR	(Question,	Persuade,	Refer)	
Gatekeeper	 Training	 for	 Suicide	 Prevention.	 CEU’s	 and	 QPR	 Certification	 provided.														
Workshop	Cost‐	$129.	Register	now	

The 2014 Adolescent Conference Website is Live – Register Now! 
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Support 2014 FJJA Legislative Agenda 
	

		
Maintain	a	Focus	on	Prevention,	Diversion	and	Intervention	Services	
Support	prevention,	diversion	and	intervention	programs	that	are	evidenced‐based	and	utilize	Civil	Citation,	Juve‐
nile	Assessment	Centers,	juvenile	diversion	services,	gender	responsive	and	other	programs.	

Ask:		Maintain	investment	of	$16.5M	shifted	to	front	end	services	during	2012‐13	Legislative	year.			
	
Support	the	Passage	of	HB173	Juvenile	Justice	Education	Bill		
This	legislation	and	funding	will	provide	DJJ	youth		with	GED,	post	secondary	and	industry	certification	opportuni‐
ties,	increasing	their	success,	lowering	recidivism	rates,	and	realizing	a	return	on	investment	for	Florida	taxpayers.	

Ask:	Support	funding	of	$1.6M–	in	Governor	Scott’s	DOE	Budget	Proposal	
	
Support	Funding	for	DJJ	Youth	Who	Need	Medical	and	Behavioral	Health	Services	
A	shortfall	of	funding	will	impact	the	availability	of	non‐routine	medical	and	behavioral	health	services			for	youth	in	
DJJ	residential	programs.	

Outcomes	for	DJJ	youth	who	received	BHOS	services	were	considerably	better	than	youth	who	did	not	receive	BHOS	
services.*	(indicators‐SIPP	Placement,	Baker	Act,	re‐involvement	in	JJ	system)	

Ask:	Support	funding	of	$18.2M–	In	Governor’s	Scott	DJJ	Budget	Proposal	
	
Improve	and	Expand	Reentry	and	Transition	Services	for	DJJ	Youth	
Comprehensive	aftercare	services	are	needed	to	help	youth	stay	crime	free	and	prevent	return	to	 juvenile	 justice	
system	or	adult	system.	

30%	of	current	DJJ	residential	youth	do	not	receive	aftercare/re‐entry	services.**		
Ask:	Maintain	investment	of	$11.3M	for	transition	and	reentry	services.	
	
Ask:	 Support	 funding	of	$3.75M	 for	enhanced	reentry	services	and	 to	serve	 the	30%	of	DJJ	residential	youth	
who	do	not	receive	transition	services.	
	
Support	SB700/HB7055	Revisions	to	Juvenile	Justice	Statute	985	
Important	revisions	to	the	statute	include	expansion		of	prevention	and	intervention	services,	alternatives	to	detention,	
protection	of	juvenile	records,	enhanced	career	and	technical	education,	and	improved	reentry	system.	

Legislative Session Starts March 4 
	

Session	starts	March	4,	2014.	One	of	FJJA’s	top	
priorities	is	the	passage	of	the	Juvenile	Justice	
Education	Bill,	HB173/	SB598.		In	addition	to	
the	education	legislation,	FJJA	is	tracking	several	
filed	bills	to	include	proposed	legislation	on	civil	
citation,	juvenile	sentencing,	prosecution	of	ju‐
veniles,	detention	hearings,	and	the	Department	
of	Juvenile	Justice	rewrite	of	Chapter	985,	
(SB700/HB7055)			

Other	bills	filed	relate	to	state	contracting,	re‐
quiring	all	child	abuse	investigators	and	super‐
visors	to	hold	a	bachelor’s	or	masters	in	social	
work,	and	a	human	trafficking	bill	to	develop	a	
system	of	care	for	sex	trafficked	minors.		

Thanks	to	Theresa	Fisher	of	JJIE	for	creating	this	
graph	of	Sex	Trafficking.	
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The	Mentoring	Effect:	Young	People’s	Perspec‐
tives	on	the	Outcomes	and	Availability	of	Men‐
toring,	 the	 first‐ever	 nationally	 representative	
survey	of	young	people	on	the	topic	of	mentoring,	
examines	 the	 mentoring	 effect	 on	 youth,	 their	
aspirations	and	achievements	and	the	community	
around	 them;	 however,	 it	 also	 highlights	 a	 sub‐
stantial	 mentoring	 gap	 that	 exists	 in	 America,	
especially	for	at‐risk	youth.		

A	survey	of	youth	reveals	that	at‐risk	youth	with	
mentors	 are	much	more	 likely	 to	 attend	 college,	
participate	 in	 extracurricular	 activities,	 take	 on	
leadership	roles,	and	regularly	volunteer	in	their	
communities	

Young	 people	 experience	 significant	 positive	 life	
outcomes	 related	 to	 academics,	 community	 in‐
volvement	 and	 leadership,	 and	 career	 develop‐
ment	 when	 they	 are	 mentored,	 according	 to	 a	
new	report.	

The	report	outlines	young	adults’	perspectives	on	
mentoring	in	three	main	insight	areas:	

1.	 Mentoring	Connection	 to	Aspirations	and	Out‐
comes‐	Research	supports	 the	concept	 that	high‐
quality	mentoring	 programs	 are	 associated	with	
positive	 outcomes	 for	 mentees	 and	 young	 peo‐
ple’s	experiences	reinforce	this	association.	

2.	 The	Value	of	Mentors‐The	 survey	 showed	 that	
young	 people	 also	 believe	 mentoring	 provides	
them	with	the	support	and	guidance	they	need	to	
lead	productive	lives.				

3.	 The	Availability	of	Mentors	‐Despite	 the	 body	 of	
evidence	 and	 the	 experiences	 of	 young	 people	
that	 demonstrate	 a	 powerful	mentoring	 effect,	 a	
mentoring	gap	exists	that	the	nation	must	close.		

Read	report.	

2014 Adolescent Conference · May 13-15, 2014 · Orlando, FL 

Supported	by	 the	 John	D.	 and	Catherine	T.	MacArthur	Foundation,	 the	
Robert	F.	Kennedy	National	Resource	Center	for	Juvenile	Justice	recently	
announced	the	launch	of	 its	website	and	listserv.	 	The	website	will	serve	
as	a	resource	to	provide	useful	frameworks,	tools,	resources	and	the	best	
available	research	to	enhance	system	performance	and	improve	outcomes	
for	youth	and	families	involved	with	the	juvenile	justice	and	other	youth‐
serving	systems.	 	The	RFK	Resource	Center	will	also	deliver	on‐site	con‐
sultation	and	technical	assistance	to	state	and	local	jurisdictions	through‐
out	the	country,	accompanied	by	the	development	and	availability	of	nu‐
merous	resources	and	tools.	The	focus	will	be	on	crossover	youth,	the	re‐
view	 and	 improvement	 of	 juvenile	 probation	 systems,	 and	 the	 use	 of	 a	
model	 framework	governing	 the	 exchange	and	 sharing	of	data,	 informa‐
tion,	and	records	for	youth	and	families.			Visit	website	

New Resource Center for Juvenile Justice Established  New Survey Indicates At-Risk Youth Link 
Mentoring to Significant Youth Outcomes  

Report Compares Juvenile Justice Risk Assessments 
A	report	prepared	by	the	National	Council	on	Crime	and	Delinquency	and	

funded	by	OJJDP	presents	results	of	an	evaluation	of	risk	assessment	instru‐
ments	 for	 juveniles	 across	 states,	 comparing	 their	 predictive	 validity,	 reli‐
ability,	equity,	and	utility.		

The	study	validated	that	the	proper	use	of	valid,	reliable	risk	assessment	
can	improve	decision‐making	regarding	the	risk	level	for	recidivism.	 	How‐
ever,	 the	 study	 also	 found	 that	 the	power	 of	 some	 risk	 assessment	 instru‐
ments	to	accurately	classify	 juvenile	offenders	by	risk	 level	may	have	been	
overestimated.	Only	three	of	the	nine	risk	instruments	were	capable	of	accu‐
rately	separating	cases	into	low,	moderate,	and	high	risk	levels.	Several	risk	
instruments	publicized	over	 the	 last	decade	have	substantial	 shortcomings	
and	fail	to	convey	what	is	most	important	to	correctional	administrators,	i.e.,	
the	difference	in	outcomes	between	risk	levels	and	the	distribution	of	cases	
across	the	risk	continuum.		Study	findings	indicate	that	simple,	actuarial	ap‐
proaches	to	risk	assessment	can	produce	the	strongest	results.	Adding	 fac‐
tors	with	 relatively	weak	 statistical	 relations	 to	 recidivism	 ‐	 including	 dy‐
namic	 factors	 and	 criminogenic	 needs	 ‐	 can	 result	 in	 reduced	 capacity	 to	
accurately	identify	high‐moderate‐	and	low‐risk	offenders.		To	read	report.	

	

Recent Reports  

A	national	 systematic	 review	of	 correctional	 education	programs,	 soon	 to	
be	released	has	shown	that	incarcerated	adults	and	juveniles	who	participate	
in	correctional	education	programs	had	a	43%	lower	chance	of	recidivating	
than	those	who	did	not,	a	reduction	in	the	risk	of	recidivating	of	13	percent‐
age	 points.	 Two	 juvenile	 correctional	 education	 programs	 reviewed	 in	 the	
study	show	promise:	Read	180	and	Florida's	Avon	Park	Youth	Academy.	The	
authors	posit	that	states	planning	to	implement	the	more	rigorous	2014	Gen‐
eral	Education	Development	(GED)	exam	that	relies	on	computer‐based	test‐
ing,	may	experience	problems	 in	 the	 juvenile	 justice	education	 setting	 for	a	
variety	of	reason,	including	internet	access	and	teacher	training.	Read	report	

		

	

Report Praises Education at Avon Park Youth Academy  

DID YOU KNOW? 
1 in 3 young people will reach adulthood 

without having a mentor? 
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Forum	for	Youth	Investment	‐	Big	Picture	Approach,	4/4/2014	‐	4/6/2014,		for	
more	info	

2014	Coalition	for	Juvenile	Justice,		CJJ's	2014	Annual	Conference,	"Looking	
Back,	Planning	Ahead:	A	Vision	for	the	Next	40	Years	in	Juvenile	Justice,"	6/18/2014	‐	
6/21/2014,	for	more	info	

2014	FJJA	Adolescent	Conference	"The	Way	Forward:	Our	Communities,	Our	
Youth,	Our	Future"	May	12‐15,	2014.	Make	your	room	reservations	today	by	going	to	
the	Florida	Hotel	and	Conference	Center.		

FJJA	Post	Conferences	at	2014	Adolescent	Conference.	May	15,	2014	at	the	
Florida	Hotel	and	Conference	Center	in	Orlando.	Three	all	day	intensives	include	
Mental	Health	First	Aid	,	Bullying,		Cyber	Bulling	and	Suicide	Prevention	and	Human	
Trafficking	of	Minors.	

FJJA February 2014 Newsletter           

	
	
	
	

2014	Important	Dates	to	
Remember	

	

March	2014	

Mar	4	2013	Legislative	Session	begins	

Mar	26	Executive	Committee	Meeting	

Mar	26	FJJA	Quarterly	Board	Meeting	

DISC	Village,	Tallahassee	
	

April	2014	

April	8	Executive	Committee	Call	
	

May	2014	

May	2	Legislative	Session	ends	

May	13	Executive	Committee	meeting		

May	13‐15	FJJA	Adolescent	

Conference	
	

June	2014	

June	12	‐14,	2014,	FJJA	Annual	

Board	Retreat,	Jupiter	Beach	Resort	

&	Spa	(Arrival	date	is	June	11)	

Upcoming Conferences  

2014 Adolescent Conference · May 13-15, 2014 · Orlando, FL 

In the News 

Last	month,	Maryland	became	one	of	the	first	states	to	curtail	harsh	discipline	poli‐
cies	in	schools,	adopting	regulations	to	end	practices	that	have	doubled	the	number	
of	out‐of‐school	suspensions	for	African‐American	students	in	the	past	decade.	

Real	Discipline	in	Schools	

A	Nevada	Supreme	Court	justice	says	there	aren’t	enough	mental‐health	treatment	
programs	in	the	state	for	juvenile	delinquents	who	now	must	be	sent	out	of	state	for	
counseling.	

Justices	urge	lawmakers	to	make	changes	in	Nevada’s	juvenile	justice	system	

A	majority	of	states	have	taken	steps	to	reform	or	limit	mandatory	sentencing	laws,	
signaling	a	shift	in	a	decades‐long	approach	to	reducing	crime.							

Vera	Study	Looks	at	Sentencing	Reforms	

The	state	and	Florida	counties		continue	to	battle	over	who	should	pay	for	juvenile	
detention	facilities.	

		Editorial:	Department	of	Juvenile	Justice	costs	a	burden	for	counties	

For	more	than	a	decade,		the	OJJDP	has	been	beset	by	inadequate	funding,	frequent	
changes	in	leadership,	and	waning	influence.	Now	the	role,	mission	and	funding	of	
OJJDP	have	come	under	close	scrutiny.	

Juvenile	Justice	Experts	Scrutinize	OJJDP’s	Role	

President	Obama	plans	to	launch	an	initiative,	“My	Brother’s	Keeper,”	to	improve	
the	lives	of	young	black	and	Latino	men	by	bringing	businesses	and	foundations	
together	with	government	agencies	to	change	the	"school‐to‐prison	pipeline."	

President	Obama	wants	to	stop	“school‐to‐prison	pipeline”	for	minorities		
 
	

The	 Florida	 Department	 of	 Juvenile	 Justice		
Office	 of	 Prevention	 and	 Victim	 Services	 will	
host	 a	 meeting	 for	 Prevention	 providers	 on	
Wednesday,	February	26th.	

Topics	 include,	 JJIS	 Prevention	 Web,	 	 (PAT)	
Prevention	Assessment	Tool,	Skillpro	Learning	
Management	 System,	 Confidentiality	 of	 Re‐
cords	and	Staff	Verification	System	(SVS).	

For	 individuals	 not	 able	 to	 attend	 meeting,	 a	
webinar	 is	 scheduled.	 To	 learn	 more,	 please	
contact	Shaundra.Mitchell@djj.state.fl.us	

	

	

	

Prevention Meeting Convened 
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February is Prodigy’s Annual Showcase Month 
This	month	Prodigy	celebrated	the	talents	of	participating	youth	in	visual	and	
performing	arts.		Showcase	Month	spotlights	various	art	forms	such	as	dance,	
music	 production,	 vocal	 performance,	 painting,	 photography,	 drums,	 key‐
board,	 guitar,	 sculpture,	 drawing	 and	 creative	 writing.	 The	 theme	 for	 this	
year’s	event	includes	the	different	“visions”	Prodigy	sites	have	for	their	com‐
munities,	leadership,	future	and	success,	among	others.			

There	are	ten	showcases	occurring	throughout	Florida	that	 include	the	cities	
of	Orlando,	Tampa,	Lakeland,	Brandon,	St.	
Petersburg,	 and	 Port	 Richey.	 The	 first	
showcase	was	at	the	Mad	Cow	Theatre	in	Orlando,	whose	theme	was	“A	vision	of	Lead‐
ership”.	There	were	approximately	49	Orange	County	youth	present	at	the	event,	show‐
casing	visual	art	and	performance	pieces.	The	showcase	opened	with	an	art	gallery	re‐
ception	displaying	youth	work	 from	visual	arts,	photography	and	creative	expression	
classes.				

Radio	personality,	Monica	May,	from	STAR	94.5	was	the	host	of	the	evening	with	spe‐
cial	guest,	Commissioner	Samuel	B.	Ings,	who	read	a	proclamation	for	the	event	which	
recognized	 the	 importance	 of	 Prodigy’s	 Showcase	 month.	 Youth	 performed	 African	
dances	and	drumming,	recited	poems	and	spoken	word,	as	well	as	orchestrated	violin	
duets.	The	conclusion	of	 the	showcase	 included	a	Prodigy	staff	monologue	and	youth	
assembling	of	 the	Prodigy	art	pieces	 into	one	completed	puzzle	 that	 represents	 their	

community.	

www.TransformingYoungLives.org	

The	theme	of	 the	2014	Adolescent	Conference	 is	The	Way	Forward:	Our	Communities,	Our	Youth,	Our	Future.	This	year,	we	
hope	to	recognize	the	people	who	show	youth	the	way	forward	‐‐	the	men	and	women	who	give	so	much	of	themselves	to	enrich	
the	lives	of	all	of	our	at	risk	youth.		This	year,	we	will	present	awards	at	the	conference	in	the	following	areas:	

 Unsung	Hero‐For	extraordinary	actions	that	have	made	a	positive	impact	in	the	lives	of	youth.	

 Creativity/Innovation	Award‐For	participation	in	the	development	and	implementation	of	creative	and	innovative	ap‐
proaches	that	have	impacted	the	agency.	

 Client	Services	Award‐	For	demonstration	of	enthusiasm,	resourcefulness	and	compassion	in	responding	to	clients	needs,	
concerns	and	well‐being.	Also	for	demonstrating	a	cooperative,	positive,	friendly	attitude	with	peers	and	external	customers.	

 Public	Service	Award‐	For	participating	in	community	initiatives	that	educate	and	foster	understanding	of	issues	that	at‐
risk	youth	face.	

 Leadership	Award–	New	this	year,	criteria	coming	soon!	

 Youth	Leadership	Award–	New	this	year,	criteria	coming	soon.	

We	hope	that	you	will	take	the	opportunity	to	share	a	story	about	someone	you	know	who	deserves	recognition.	These	individu‐
als	are	those	who	see	the	potential	of	“what	lies	beneath”	in	the	most	vulnerable	of	at‐risk	youth	and	they	dedicate	their	work	to	
helping	them	get	back	on	track.		We	often	forget	to	acknowledge	their	sacrifice	and	their	work	often	goes	unnoticed.	The	top	win‐
ners	will	receive	a	complimentary	registration	to	the	2014	Adolescent	Conference	and	will	be	honored	at	the	awards	banquet	at	
the	conference.	More	information	will	be	available	the	second	week	of	March.			

2014 Adolescent Conference Awards Process to Begin Soon 
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JOIN US FOR THIS 
EXCITING EVENT 
FOLLOWING THE 
CONFERENCE! 
 
THURSDAY 
MAY 15, 2014 
 
8:00 AM – 5:00 PM 
 
THE FLORIDA HOTEL AND  
CONFERENCE CENTER 
ORLANDO, FL 
 
REGISTRATION FEE $129 
 
To register go to 
www.FJJA.org 
click on Adolescent Conference 
 

MENTAL HEALTH FIRST AID TRAINING - 
MAY 15, 2014 

2014 ADOLESCENT CONFERENCE: POST CONFERENCE  

Hosted By 

After the Newtown Connecticut tragedy, many states have enacted or have filed 
legislation (including Florida), focused on early intervention, school-based services and 
staff training to prevent potential tragedies such as the Sandy Hook shootings.  Florida 
has legislation (SB574-HB159) positioned to pass this year that would mandate a 
Mental Health First Aid Training Program. The program is intended to help the public 
identify and understand the signs of mental illnesses and substance use disorders and 
provide the public key skills to help someone who is developing or experiencing a 
mental health or substance use problem. 
 

Mental Health First Aid (MHFA) is a public education program brought to the U.S. 
through a collaborative effort between the National Council for Community Behavioral 
Healthcare, the Maryland State Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, and the 
Missouri Department of Mental Health.  
 

MHFA is an interactive 8 hour course that presents an overview of mental illness and 
substance use disorders and introduces participants to risk factors and warning signs of 
mental health problems, builds understanding of their impact and overviews common 
treatments.  
 

Specifically, participants learn: 

■ The potential risk factors and warning signs for a range of mental health problems, 
including: depression, anxiety/trauma, mood disorders, psychosis, eating disorders, 
substance use disorders and self injury among adolescents. 

 

■ An understanding of the prevalence of various mental health disorders and the 
need for reduced stigma in their communities. 

 

■ A 5-step action plan encompassing the skills, resources and knowledge to assess 
the situation, to select and implement appropriate interventions and to help the 
individual in crisis connect with appropriate professional care. 

 

■ The evidence-based professional, peer, social and self-help resources available to 
help someone with a mental health problem. 

 

■ Role plays, scenarios and other activities in applying mental health first aid in 
various situations. 

 

Who benefits from this training? 

The intended audience for the Mental Health First Aid Training course includes:  
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Did you know that according the Florida DCF, young women aging out of the foster care 
system and/or entering the juvenile justice system are at considerably higher risk than 
their peers at becoming involved in human trafficking? Human trafficking is considered 
to be one of the fastest growing criminal industries in the world. Violence and coercion 
is regularly used among vulnerable youth to commercially sexually exploit young women, 
girls and boys.   The face of the trafficker continues to change to an unsuspecting 
individual. Would you recognize trafficking and know what to do? 
 

This post conference will bring together many different disciplines and address varied 
responses to Human Trafficking. The morning will consist of presentations from various 
Florida Departments on the efforts in Human Trafficking. Additionally, a panel of Human 
Trafficking experts representing different disciplines in the field will discuss their human 
trafficking efforts and successes. 

The afternoon will consist of four workshop options:   

■ Survivor lead workshop 

■ Law enforcement led workshop focusing on community level empowerment 
activities to identify local core issues 

■ Provider led workshop focusing on vulnerable at risk populations - DCF, DJJ, LGBTQ, 
and the homeless 

■ Human Trafficking 101 
 

This comprehensive post conference is designed to help build an understanding among 
professionals, law enforcement officers, educators, child welfare workers, service 
providers, and anyone else who wants to make a positive impact in the lives of 
adolescents.  Each participant will better understand how to focus on awareness, 
identification, and practical strategies in Human Trafficking. 
 

After attending this session, participants will be able to:  better understand Human 
Trafficking, identify the signs and symptoms of a trafficker and a victim, and build a 
network resource base for assistance in the future. 
 

Who benefits from this training? 

The intended audience for the Human Trafficking Training course includes:  state 
agencies, local case workers, local law enforcement agencies, and community and faith-
based groups parents, family members, caregivers, school personnel, direct care 
professionals, business leaders, faith communities, law enforcement, state 
policymakers, and volunteers. 
 

The conference will provide opportunities for collaboration with the hopes of sharing 
and creating fresh resources for those serving children and adolescents. 

  

CEUS WILL BE PROVIDED 
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Bullying and Cyber Bullying among youth today is a significant problem – and steadily 
increasing each year.  As any American teenager could tell you, bullying isn’t rare. 

Did You know? 

 Bullying affects nearly 1 in 3 American schoolchildren in grades 6-10 

 83% of girls and 79% of boys report experiencing harassment. 

 6 out of 10 teenagers say they witness bullying in school once a day. 

 160,000 children miss school every day due to fear of attack or intimidation by 
other students 

 35% of kids report being threatened online 

 9 out of 10 LGBT youth reported being verbally harassed at school. 

 40% of boys identified as bullies had three or more arrests by age 30. 

 1 of every 10 students who drop out of school do so because of repeated 
bullying. 

 75% of school shootings have been linked to bullying and harassment. 

 64% of children who were bullied did not report it. 

After attending this session, participants will be able to recognize the best practices 
for addressing bullying behavior, know the latest research on cyber bullying and its 
impact on students, and describe the most effective models for prevention and 
intervention of cyber bullying. 
 

Suicide Prevention -  As has been reported in the news time and again, adolescents 
have turned to suicide as a way of dealing with bullying.  Today, research shows that 
suicide accounts for 13% of all adolescent deaths in the United States. 
 

During this training session, participants will learn how to recognize the warning 
signs of suicide, know how to ask the crucial question, how to offer hope and how to 
get help and save a life.  QPR Training (Question, Persuade, Refer) is designed for 
any adult gatekeeper who interacts with those who may be suicidal. 
 

In addition to CEUs, participants will also receive a certification in QPR (Question, 
Persuade, Refer) Gatekeeper Training for Suicide Prevention. 
 

Who benefits from this one day workshop? 

The intended audience for the Bullying, Cyber Bullying and Suicide Prevention  
workshop is state agencies, local case workers, local law enforcement agencies, 
community and faith-based groups parents, family members, caregivers, school 
personnel, direct care professionals, business leaders, teachers, state policymakers, 
and volunteers. 

BULLYING, CYBER BULLYING AND 
SUICIDE PREVENTION - MAY 15, 2014 

2014 ADOLESCENT CONFERENCE: POST CONFERENCE  

Hosted By 

CEUS WILL BE PROVIDED 
 

QPR CERTIFICATION  


