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DJJ Names 2014 DJJ Youth Ambassadors During Youth Success Day 
      Secretary Wansley Walters honored the 2014 DJJ 
Youth Ambassadors during Youth Success Day at a cere-
mony on the steps of Florida’s Historic Capitol. DJJ Youth 
Ambassadors are youth in the state of Florida who have 
turned their lives around for the better after contact with 
juvenile justice system. These ambassadors serve as 
mentors and role models for other at-risk kids through-
out the state. 

     “I am so overjoyed to honor these youth who have 
made such a crucial turnaround in their lives with the 
help of DJJ, our community partners and stakeholders,” 
Secretary Walters said. “Our goal as an agency has been 
to ensure that we have the right combination of services 
and sanctions, in the right place, at the right time. These 
young men and women are a testament to our philoso-
phy that with the right support and commitment anyone 
can move beyond past poor choices and persevere.” 

     Cathy Craig-Myers, Executive Director of the Florida Juvenile Justice Association (FJJA), said that 
these youth have overcome so much to become an inspiration to so many, “We continue to be inspired 
by youth who make positive changes in their lives. Staying on the right path isn't always easy for our 
youth, who often face family struggles, substance abuse, or behavioral issues,” Craig-Myers said. “A 
detour has taken them off the road to success, but with a commitment to change and the support of 
families, mentors and community, our youth are ready for a better future for themselves.”  The mem-
bers of FJJA provide many of the services that are a crucial factor in changing these kids’ lives and put-
ting them back on a path to successful adulthood. 

 Shadai Simmons- Shadai came from a broken home with a mother who was addicted to crack and a 
father that was dead before she was born. She found refuge in the crack pipe herself beginning at age 
12 and made her way in and out of the juvenile justice system for the next five years. She was placed in 
foster care and credits that moment as the transformation necessary to succeed in life. She earned her 
GED in two years despite not completing the sixth grade, and now works at Ready for Life where she 
mentors at-risk foster care children or those who have aged out. 

Reginald Burch- Reginald graduated from Home Builders Institute (HBI) in March of 2012. “Reggie” 
has since been hired by a landscaping company giving him the opportunity to use the skills he learned 
from the HBI PACT Training. Since taking the position, Reggie has flourished into a productive adult. He 
is very active in the community and engages in youth advocacy and motivational speaking through his 
church. He is someone that others look to for advice; someone that has faced many challenges but has 
chosen to be an overcomer. 

Evan Flynn- Evan made his way through the juvenile justice system as a teenager before finding a way 
out through the Department’s STEP Program. Since his release from a DJJ residential facility, Evan has 
been an active participant in the STEP group process; mentoring youth to prevent further contact with 
the juvenile justice system. He was nominated for and was accepted to serve on the Circuit 11 Juvenile 
Justice Advisory Board and began his first year of college with a scholarship to Florida Memorial Uni-
versity. 

Savannah Kennison- Entering the juvenile justice system can be a traumatic experience for any 
youth, but that experience hit even harder for Savannah who was a single parent and drug user when 
she made contact with DJJ. She gave birth to her second child while in DJJ’s care and the nurturing souls 
of several probation officers turned out to be her guiding light into a better life. Since her time with DJJ, 
Savannah is enrolled at Penn Foster College where she is completing online courses to become a veteri-
narian technical assistant and interning with the Viscaya-Prado Veterinary Hospital in Cape Coral. 

Cathy Craig-Myers, Evan Flynn, Reggie Burch, Juwan Vann,                               
Savannah Kennison,  Secretary Walters, and Shadai Simmins 

http://www.fjja.org/membership.php
http://www.fjja.org/membership.php
http://www.fjja.org/membership.php
http://www.cvent.com/events/2014-adolescent-conference/event-summary-37c64d480acb4b27bbc908aa1e783e0d.aspx
http://www.cvent.com/events/2014-adolescent-conference/event-summary-37c64d480acb4b27bbc908aa1e783e0d.aspx
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Important Dates to Remember 
 
April 2014 

April 8—Executive 
Committee  call 

April 8—DJJ Youth Success Day 

 

May 2014 

May 2—Legislative Session ends 

May 13-15—FJJA Adolescent Conference 

 

June 2014 

June 12 -14— FJJA Annual Board Retreat 
Jupiter Beach Resort & Spa  

(Arrival date is June 11) 

2014 FJJA Adolescent Conference "The Way Forward: Our 

Communities, Our Youth, Our Future" May 13-15, 2014. Make 

your room reservations today go to Florida Hotel and 

Conference Center.  

2014 Coalition for Juvenile Justice,  "Looking Back, 

Planning Ahead: A Vision for the Next 40 Years in Juvenile Justice," 

6/18/2014 - 6/21/2014, for more info 

Upcoming Conferences  

E- News 
A bill to reform the way juveniles are handled in Kentucky’s legal system received final Senate approval and now goes to Gov.  
Steve Beshear for his signature.  

Kentucky juvenile justice reform passes 

A state senator called the Texas Juvenile Justice Department a broken agency on Thursday, while a separate committee consid-
ered no longer treating 17-year-olds as adults in criminal cases. Chairman of the Texas Senate Criminal Justice Committee, said 
the state agency is spending $129,000 a year per detainee, while having a 77 percent re-arrest rate and a 48 percent re-
incarceration rate.   

Senator blasts Juvenile Justice Department 

Author states that to turn this tide we must return to what works: Helping to nurture effective families and family supports,  
empowering local networks that agree on child-rearing values and philosophies in the main, and engaging communities that 
“own” their human resource outcomes by virtue of their willingness to get involved and stay involved over the long-term.       
For Juvenile Justice, Let the Past Inform the Future 

Males remain a largely invisible population within the dialogue on sex trafficking. Identification of male victims is difficult not 
only due to the lack of awareness, or focus, from law enforcement and service providers, but also the reluctance of boys to 
speak up.    

Trafficked Boys Overlooked 

By its own calculations, the Department of Juvenile Justice overbilled counties for nearly $126 million from 2009 through 2012.      

Split juvenile-justice costs fairly 

This editorial advocates for greater educational opportunities and community-based programs for youth offenders. Youth of-
fenders often suffer from learning disabilities and histories of physical or sexual abuse that influence their ability to excel in 
school, attain employment, and move away from crime.   

The Next Juvenile Justice Reform 

The Texas Juvenile Justice Department is set to name its third leader in a month to oversee the agency.                     

Third Chief in a Month to Be Named at Juvenile Justice Department 

State data shows Broward has the highest percentage in Florida of chronic juvenile offenders, who make up almost a quarter of 
all teens referred to the Department of Juvenile Justice. 

Repeat teen burglars vex Fort Lauderdale 

PACE Center for Girls is considering expanding into other states, including Georgia and Oklahoma. It will soon increase its loca-
tions from 18 to 20 by 2016.  Currently the program has a waiting list of 700 girls. 

http://www.2013adolescentconference.org
http://www.cvent.com/events/2014-adolescent-conference/event-summary-37c64d480acb4b27bbc908aa1e783e0d.aspx
http://usfhc.webhotel.microsdc.us/bp/search_rooms.jsp?groupCode=140512FLOR
http://usfhc.webhotel.microsdc.us/bp/search_rooms.jsp?groupCode=140512FLOR
http://www.courier-journal.com/story/news/politics/ky-legislature/2014/04/14/kentucky-juvenile-justice-reform-passes/7714241/
http://kxan.com/2014/03/25/lawmakers-to-review-juvenile-justice-policies/
https://chronicleofsocialchange.org/opinion/for-juvenile-justice-let-the-past-inform-the-future/6131
http://www.news-press.com/article/20140209/OPINION/302090037/Editorial-Department-Juvenile-Justice-costs-burden-counties?nclick_check=1
http://jjie.org/trafficked-boys-overlooked-underrepresented/
http://www.news-journalonline.com/article/20140327/OPINION/140329566
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/04/21/opinion/the-next-juvenile-justice-reform.html?_r=2
http://www.texastribune.org/2014/04/23/third-chief-month-be-named-juvenile-justice-depart/
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/broward/fl-home-burglaries-juvenile-crime-20140419,0,203554.story
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Gina Castaneda: The Way Forward: Understand the Power to Change Lives 

As an adolescent, Gina Castaneda experienced intervals of homelessness and even lived in a car for a 
period of time with her mother. Despite the adversities of growing up in a violent neighborhood and a 
violent home, Gina avoided gang entrenchment.  Five years ago, 
Gina founded the Aztecas Soccer Program for Latino juvenile pro-
bationers who affiliate with both Norteño and Sureño gangs.   

Currently a Juvenile Probation Officer in Santa Cruz County as well 
as coach and organizer, Gina has successfully managed to assimi-
late opposing gangs into teammates on and off the field.  She was 
the subject of an ESPN Documentary, “The Save.” 

Gina has received national recognition through the Casey Founda-
tion JDAI Initiative and international recognition through ESPN.  

Gina was one of six women from around the world featured in an ESPN documentary series 
that aired during the 2011 FIFA Women’s World Cup. The film, “The Save” intertwined Gina’s 
past and present to create a rich and compelling narrative of her mission to literally save 
lives with soccer.  

Gina shared her personal story and speaks from the heart about how she works with high-
risk youth to create change in behavior and hope in the future.  When Gina says, “It’s not just 
a soccer team” she challenges us all to be more creative and compassionate in our work.  

I always say,  don’t 

give up, no matter 

how frustrating 

your work can be.  

Our children need 

you.  

 ~ Gina Castaneda 

How do young brains develop? Why are teenagers so convinced they know everything? Why do 
they fight with everyone about little things? Why are they so emotionally attached to music? 

  

Noted Researcher Michael Nerney says it's a matter of brain chemistry, which changes over time, 
and is different for boys and girls.  Nerney, an internationally renowned lecturer is an expert on 
adolescent brain development and a consultant in substance abuse prevention and education. 

 

Nerney will be talking about stress reduction for teens.   According to the Center for Adolescent 
Health at Johns Hopkins University, stress is the reaction of the body to a challenge, “which could 
be anything from outright physical danger to asking someone for a date, or trying out for a sports 
team.”  Stress affects the nervous system as well as specific hormones, and can lead to a number 
of physical reactions, including a speeded up heart rate and a higher blood pressure.   

 

Humans have a capacity generally for dealing with short-term stress. But when stress becomes long-term, or severe, it can af-
fect mood and behavior, causing anxiety, a lack of motivation, anger and depression. Understanding stress, and how to deal 
with it, is more important for teens.  That’s because the physical responses to stress kick in much more quickly with teens be-
cause their brain is still developing. The pre-frontal cortex, which is the part that can calmly gauge danger levels and respond 
accordingly, is not yet fully developed.   

 

Michael has been a consultant for two of the major television networks and has appeared on the ABC program “20/20”.  Mi-
chael Nerney is an internationally known lecturer, and has served as consultant to a number of federal and state agencies, in-
cluding the federal Office of Substance Abuse Prevention and the Bureau of Justice Assistance . 

Michael Nerney:  De-stressing the Teenage Brain 

Meet the 2014 Adolescent Conference Keynotes 

http://www.2013adolescentconference.org
http://www.tedxsantacruz.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/gina-castaneda-photo.jpg
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The Florida Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) 

has recently embarked on a new process to in-

crease efficiency through a more collaborative 

model known as “shared services” in which a 

team or group provides an agreed set of activities 

to one or more internal customers, usually across 

multiple locations, with oversight and regular 

review to ensure quality and timeliness. 

To open Power point,  click here 

2014 Adolescent Conference · May 13-15, 2014 · Orlando, FL 

Each year, more than 600,000 youth in America are placed in juvenile detention centers, and close to 70,000 youth reside in juvenile 

residential facilities on any given day youth in the juvenile justice system. Youth in the juvenile justice system experience mental 

health disorders at a rate that is more than three times higher than that of the general youth population.    

To read report. 

 

Recent Reports  

Update on DJJ Shared Services 
NJJN’s most recent policy report contains recommendations for advocates, 

policymakers, voters, and community members to ensure a safer society 

and a justice system that is fair and equitable for all.  They include: 

 Call for an end to treating those who get in trouble with the law as com-

pletely distinct from people harmed by crime—underscore the impor-

tance of helping everyone harmed by crime.  

 Advocate for an age-appropriate, equitable juvenile justice system that 

holds youth accountable but also restores harm done to victims and 

communities in a meaningful way.  

 Ensure that services for those in trouble with the law and those harmed 

by crimes are culturally appropriate and located within communities 

that experience highest crime rates. 

To read paper 

National Juvenile Justice Network Releases Policy Paper  

Solutions for Youth with Mental Health Needs in Juvenile Justice System 

The Southern Education Foundation has recently released a report, Just Learning: The Imperative to Transform Juvenile 

Justice Systems into Effective Educational Systems . Drawing upon the most recently available data from the nation's largest 

database on teaching and learning in juvenile justice systems, the report finds that the quality of the learning programs for 

incarcerated youth have had little positive, enduring impact on the educational achievement of most children and youth in state 

custody. Many of the teenagers who enter juvenile-justice systems with anger problems, learning disabilities, and academic 

challenges receive little or no special help for those issues, and consequently fall further behind in school.  

To read report 

Just Learning: A Study of  Juvenile Justice Schools in the South  

The 2012-13 Juvenile Justice Teacher of the Year Award winner has recently been announced. 
Ms. Edie Flores, a teacher with the Eckerd Challenge Program in Brooksville has a background 
in elementary and special education.  First Lady Ann Scott, DJJ Secretary Wansley Walters and 
Eckerd recently honored Edie Flores during a ceremony at the Challenge Juvenile Residential 
Facility (CJRF). 

 

Edie is well versed in working with diverse learners and always plans engaging lessons to meet 
the unique needs of each student. She was chosen as the 2012-2013 Juvenile Justice Teacher of 
the Year from among three finalists.  Ms. Flores received an award plaque and a cash award 
from the Florida Association of Alternative School Educators (FAASE). 

 

Edie will join two finalists, Florence “Flo” Cancilla, a dropout prevention instructor at Whiddon-Rogers Education Center in Ft. 
Lauderdale and Dale Wade, a language arts teacher at the Marion Juvenile Correctional Facility to be recognized at the Florida 
Juvenile Justice Association Adolescent Conference next month. 

First Lady Ann Scott,  Edie Flores, Secretary Walters,  

FL DJJ and DOE Recognize Juvenile Justice Teacher of  the Year  

http://www.2013adolescentconference.org
http://www.djj.state.fl.us/docs/par-data/presentation-for-contracted-providers-webinar.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.2013adolescentconference.org
http://cfc.ncmhjj.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/Whitepaper-Mental-Health-FINAL.pdf
http://www.njjn.org/uploads/digital-library/House-Divided_03.31.14_FINAL-NOEMBARGO.pdf
http://youthtoday.org/hotdocs/Just-Learning-Final1.pdf
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Useful Knowledge and Skills for Students in High Risk DJJ Residential Programs 

A Review of  Florida 2nd Chance Grant Programs   By John Zeuli, Deputy Superintendent G4S Schools 

     Over the last few years, the Federal Bureau of Justice Administration has initiated "second chance grants" throughout the country 
to provide employment training and upgraded transition services for incarcerated juveniles and adults.  In Florida, second chance 
grant efforts have been aimed at incarcerated juveniles.  Four Florida sites were selected.  These sites include Martin Girls Academy, 
Okeechobee Juvenile Offender Corrections Center, Cypress Creek Juvenile Offender Corrections Center, and Hillsborough Girls Acad-
emy --- to provide technology training and transition services to incarcerated juveniles whose lengths of stay range between 243 and 
635 days.  Each quarter, a site review is conducted by the DJJ Director of Education, the DJJ grant manager, and DJJ transition person-
nel to determine students' progress toward obtaining Microsoft Office certifications for use in future business careers.  Also, the re-
view focuses on the quality of the transition services provided to individual residents who are in the process of returning to their 
home communities and seeking employment. 

     The grant focus is initially on education services provided to residents.  A highly qualified teacher in computer technology is re-
quired if students are to earn Microsoft certifications.  But teachers do not work in isolation, and the coordinated support from the 
principal, facility leadership, and case management is needed so that teachers can teach, students learn, and transition coordinators 
support residents' return home to seek stable living arrangements and employment.  Below is a brief review of the progress to date at 
G4S programs that have been awarded second chance grants in business technology. 

     Martin Girls Academy has been a leader in providing employment training to youth in addition to business technology training.  
Martin -- under the leadership of lead educator, Arlene Johnson, and facility administrator, Tessie Watts, is one of the only facilities in 
the state in which Workforce (now called Career Source) comes into the facility and provides workforce training to incarcerated juve-
niles.  Site reviewers were impressed with the number of student certificates being issued through Career Source, and the collabora-
tion of facility leaders was noted in supporting the endeavor.  A tour was conducted, and all students were found working on com-
puters for Microsoft certification, New Century instruction in math or reading, or subject matter learning on the popular virtual 
school program, E2020.  Students currently are focused on preparing to pretest on Microsoft Word in order to determine readiness to 
pass the test and earn formal industry-based certification.    Led by Margot Lee, the lead case manager, highly tailored discussions of 
individuals were conducted in order that each resident's transition needs are met upon exit from the facility. 

     At Okeechobee Juvenile Offender Corrections Center, reviewers noted that the lead educator, Rozelle Bradley, has taken a 
highly proactive stance in assuring that progress is being made with the grant.  Jairo Talavera, the digital technology teacher, has been 
ambitiously teaching Microsoft materials.  The panel review cleared up the misconception that students must pass all Microsoft tests 
in Word, Excel, and PowerPoint to receive a free desktop computer upon exit.  Students need only pass one Microsoft Industry Based 
Certification test to receive the computer (donated from a restorative justice grant program run by Computer Mentors).  Also, during 
the review, the ongoing C-tech cabling program was highlighted.  The teacher, Ralph Potts, has issued 16 certificates, and his students 
were able at a previous meeting to conduct an excellent demonstration with detailed explanations on how to install cable.  Julie Or-
ange, DJJ Education Director met with teachers and reviewed with them her evaluation of progress to date and solicited any concerns 
or questions teachers had. 

     At Cypress Creek Juvenile Corrections Center, the Microsoft business program is progressing as planned.  Two notable findings 
were highlighted.  The first is that Cypress Creek has a high number of students presently enrolled in college, as reported by Rob 
Cummins, the School Principal.  At last count, fourteen students have taken a college class at Cypress Creek with seven students cur-
rently enrolled.  The second was the quality of transition services, led by Elonza Hendred and supported by Clyde Gibbons in educa-
tion, which reviewers found to be exceptional when compared with statewide peer programs.   Finally, the technology classroom, 
housed in an outside portable, is first rate with adequate spacing and loads of technology equipment.   The instructor, Brian Soluri, is 
determined to teach and to encourage students so that they obtain their industry certifications.   Consistent with progress made at 
other programs, Hillsborough Girls Academy continues to prepare its residents for the MOS certifications.  Ricardo Neblett is the Mi-
crosoft instructor.   Also notable is that Hillsborough Girls, through the leadership of Monica Barrett-Barron, the assistant principal, is 
pursuing a cosmetology program as several girls have expressed interest in cosmetology.  Additionally several students are prepared 
to take online post-secondary courses.  

     In summary, all sites participating in the second chance grant program are on the cusp of students earning Industry Based Micro-
soft certifications.  Terrance Moore, with Moore Solutions, who is providing the IT curriculum and support materials, continues to 
work closely with each program.  His company is now providing the sites with pretest materials used to determine whether students 
are ready for the Microsoft test and to tailor support to weak areas of student skill or knowledge.   A goal for the next few months is 
for students at all programs to earn the official Microsoft Industry Based certificate as part of their portfolio of accomplishments as 
they begin to transition back home to seek employment.     Julie Orange, DJJ Education Director stated that these certifications will 
open up new opportunities for these students and provide them with the self-confidence and skills they can immediately use after 
release from a program.   One final observation worth noting: – all youth, no matter their history – see a real opportunity to improve 
their knowledge and skills to use outside their incarcerated setting – they leap at the opportunity and try to take full advantage.  Pro-
viding the resources for youth to obtain needed knowledge and skills better prepare them to face the world of work they will encoun-
ter upon release. 

 

 

 

http://www.2013adolescentconference.org
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Many Thanks to the 2014 Adolescent Conference Sponsors 

With generous support 

from the Casey Foundation 

http://www.2013adolescentconference.org
http://danielkids.org/page.aspx?pid=370
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RESERVATION DEADLINE 

MAY 11, 2014 

For reservations go to  

www.JUPITERBEACHRESORT.com 

Use group code FJJAAN0610 

  

2014  ANNUAL RETREAT JUNE 10 - 13 

Plus State 

Sales Tax 

 

5 North A1A   Jupiter, FL   |   1-866-943-0950 

REGISTRATION FEE: $255 

Includes: 

  Breakfast: Wednesday-Friday 

  Lunch: Wednesday-Thursday 

To register, click here. 

http://www.2013adolescentconference.org
http://www.jupiterbeachresort.com/
http://www1.hilton.com/en_US/hi/hotel/PIECBHF-Hilton-Clearwater-Beach-Resort-Florida/index.do;jsessionid=0B255406EED98D78D464707DDDF9678C.etc52?brand_id=HI&brand_directory=/en/hi/&xch=178728433,RVC3M5GCM3NTWCSGBIUMVCQCe
http://www.fjja.org/links/Online%20Event%20Registration%20299.pdf

