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May 13-15, 2014, Orlando 

 

Early Bird Registration 

Extended to 

Friday, April 11!  

Register Now! 

Support 2014 FJJA Legislative Agenda 
 

  

Maintain a Focus on Prevention, Diversion and Intervention Services 
 Support prevention, diversion and intervention programs that are evidenced-based and util-

ize Civil Citation, Juvenile Assessment Centers, juvenile diversion services, gender responsive 
and other programs. 

Ask:  Maintain investment of $16.5M shifted to front end services during 2012-13 Legisla-
tive year.   
 
Support the Passage of HB173/SB598 Juvenile Justice Education Bill  
 This legislation and funding will provide DJJ youth  with GED, post secondary and industry 

certification opportunities, increasing their success, lowering recidivism rates, and realizing a 
return on investment for Florida taxpayers. 

Ask: Support funding of $1.6M– in Governor Scott’s DOE Budget Proposal 
 
Support Funding for DJJ Youth Who Need Medical and Behavioral Health Services 
 A shortfall of funding will impact the availability of non-routine medical and behavioral 

health services   for youth in DJJ residential programs. 
 Outcomes for DJJ youth who received BHOS services were considerably better than youth 

who did not receive BHOS services.* (indicators-SIPP Placement, Baker Act, re-involvement in 
JJ system) 

Ask: Support funding of $18.2M– In Governor’s Scott DJJ Budget Proposal 
 
Improve and Expand Reentry and Transition Services for DJJ Youth 
 Comprehensive aftercare services are needed to help youth stay crime free and prevent re-

turn to juvenile justice system or adult system. 
 30% of current DJJ residential youth do not receive aftercare/re-entry services.**  

Ask: Maintain investment of $11.3M for transition and reentry services. 
 
Ask: Support funding of $3.75M for enhanced reentry services and to serve the 30% of DJJ 
residential youth who do not receive transition services. 
 
Support SB700/HB7055 Revisions to Juvenile Justice Statute 985 
Important revisions to the statute include expansion  of prevention and intervention services, 
alternatives to detention, protection of juvenile records, enhanced career and technical educa-
tion, and improved reentry system. 

Legislative Session Halfway Over 
We are almost to the halfway point of session, with budget committees meeting and passing out 
their budgets. The House has the budget this year (HB 5001) and last week, the House Appropria-
tions Committee passed its $75.3B budget. The $74.9B Senate spending plan was approved 
unanimously, with all Democrats voting in approval. The Senate and House budgets differ by 
$400M.  House leadership has refused to consider Medicaid expansion, which resulted in some 
House Democrats voting against the budget.  

Both budgets will head to the House and Senate floors next week for full approval.  Once ap-
proved, we will move into Budget Conference.  FJJA is monitoring amendments.   

http://www.fjja.org/membership.php
http://www.fjja.org/membership.php
http://www.fjja.org/membership.php
http://www.cvent.com/events/2014-adolescent-conference/event-summary-37c64d480acb4b27bbc908aa1e783e0d.aspx
http://www.cvent.com/events/2014-adolescent-conference/event-summary-37c64d480acb4b27bbc908aa1e783e0d.aspx
http://www.cvent.com/events/2014-adolescent-conference/event-summary-37c64d480acb4b27bbc908aa1e783e0d.aspx
http://www.cvent.com/events/2014-adolescent-conference/event-summary-37c64d480acb4b27bbc908aa1e783e0d.aspx
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FJJA Announces Three Post Conference Intensive Trainings  

 

Register now to attend the Human Trafficking of Minors on May 15, 2014. 

Did you know that according the Florida DCF, young women aging out of the foster care system and/or entering the juvenile 
justice system are at considerably higher risk than their peers at becom-
ing involved in sex trafficking?  Violence and coercion is regularly used 
among vulnerable youth to commercially sexually exploit young women, 
girls and boys.   Would you recognize trafficking and know what to do? 
This post conference will bring together many different disciplines and 
address varied responses to sex trafficking of minors.   

The comprehensive training event includes:  

 The morning sessions will consist of presentations from various 
Florida state agencies  on their efforts.  Additionally, a panel of ex-
perts representing different disciplines in  the field will discuss 
their human trafficking efforts and successes. 

 The afternoon will consist of four workshop options:  Survivor led 
workshop,  law enforcement led workshop focusing on community 
level empowerment activities to  identify local core issues, provider 
led workshop focusing on vulnerable at risk populations - DCF, DJJ, 
LGBTQ, and the homeless and Human Trafficking 101. 

 This multi faceted training is designed to help build an understand-
ing among professionals, law enforcement officers, educators, child 
welfare workers, service providers, and anyone else who wants to make a positive impact in the lives of adolescents.   

 After attending this session, participants will be able to:  better understand sex trafficking, identify the signs and symp-
toms of a trafficker and a victim, and build a network   resource base for assistance in the future. 

 

Cost: $149- Participants will receive 6 CEU’s 

Chart courtesy of Theresa Fisher / JJIE 

 

Register now to attend the Mental Health First Aid Training on May 15, 2014. 

The tragedy at Sandy Hook brought to light that many youth with mental illness suffer in silence and isolation. The stigma sur-
rounding mental illness often prevents people from seeking help or even acknowledging that they need help.  Mental Health 
First Aid is an interactive 8-hour training program that helps non clinicians identify, 
understand, and respond to signs of mental illness and introduces participants to the 
unique risk factors and warning signs of mental health problems in adolescents.   

During this training session, participants will learn:  

 The potential risk factors and warning signs for a range of mental health prob-
lems, including: depression, anxiety/trauma, mood disorders, psychosis, eating 
disorders, substance use disorders and self injury among adolescents. 

 An understanding of the prevalence of various mental health disorders and the 
need for reduced stigma in their communities. 

 A 5-step action plan encompassing the skills, resources and knowledge to assess the situation, to select and implement ap-
propriate interventions and to help youth in crisis connect with appropriate professional care. 

 The evidence-based professional, peer, social and self-help resources available to help someone with a mental health      
problem. 

 Role plays, scenarios and other activities in applying mental health first aid in various situations.  

 

Cost:  $129  In addition to 6 CEUs, participants will also receive a certification in MHFA. 
 

http://www.2013adolescentconference.org
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FJJA Announces Three Post Conference Intensive Trainings  

 

Register now to attend the Bullying and Suicide Prevention Train-
ing on May 15, 2014. 

According to a March 2014 report published in the Journal of the American Medical 
Association (JAMA), youth who are bullied are more than twice as likely to think 
about killing themselves and to make suicide attempts as their peers who aren't bul-
lied.  Peer victimization is a risk factor for adolescent suicidal ideation and attempts.    

As has been reported in the news time and again, adolescents have turned to suicide 
as a way of dealing with bullying.  Today, research shows that suicide accounts for 
13% of all adolescent deaths in the United States.  Nationally recognized speaker, 
Michael Nerney will speak on the impact of bullying on social-emotional, and cogni-
tive development of youth. 

 

During this training session, participants will:  

 Recognize the best practices for addressing bullying behavior, know the latest 
research on cyber bullying and its impact on youth, and describe the most effec-
tive models for prevention and intervention of cyber bullying. 

 Recognize the warning signs of suicide, know how to ask the crucial questions, 
how to offer hope, how to get help and save a life.   

 Session includes QPR Training (Question, Persuade, Refer) which is designed for 
any adult gatekeeper who interacts with those who may be suicidal. 

Cost: $129- Participants will receive 6 CEU’s. In addition, participants will also 
receive a certification in QPR (Question, Persuade, Refer) Gatekeeper Training 
for Suicide Prevention. 

 

 

 QPR Gatekeeper Training for Suicide Prevention is Listed in the National Registry                        
 of Evidence-based Practices and Policies 

 
 
 
 
 

2014 Important Dates to 
Remember 

 
 
April 2014 

April 8 Executive Committee Call 

April 8 DJJ Youth Success Day 

 

May 2014 

May 2 Legislative Session ends 

May 13 Executive Committee meeting  

May 13-15 FJJA Adolescent 
Conference 

 

June 2014 

June 12 -14, 2014, FJJA Annual 
Board Retreat, Jupiter Beach Resort 
& Spa (Arrival date is June 11) 

Report: Consequences of  Discipline Disparities for Youth 
 

In a recent report funded by the Atlantic Philanthropies and Open Societies Foundations, variances in school discipline 
are a problem that results in a wide range of negative student outcomes, including lowered academic achievement, in-
creased risk of dropout, and increased likelihood of contact with the juvenile justice system. 

Twenty six researchers, educators, advocates, and policy analysts spent nearly three years working to develop a policy 
agenda for reform to improve students outcomes in school discipline and encourage effective interventions. 

Some of the key points discussed in the briefing papers include: 

 Removal from school for minor rule breaking happens too often and increases dropout risks, juvenile justice involve-
ment, and can severely impair the economy. 

 Excessive disciplinary exclusion harms some groups more than others, including black males and Latinos. 

 There are effective and promising alternatives to exclusionary discipline and interventions, which can improve 
learning conditions for all students. 

To read report 

http://www.2013adolescentconference.org
http://rtpcollaborative.indiana.edu/briefing-papers/


4  

 

FJJA March 2014  Newsletter           

2014 Adolescent Conference · May 13-15, 2014 · Orlando, FL 

 

 

The Florida Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) 

Office of Prevention began hosting “Community 

Conversations” throughout Florida in 2013 and 

launched a new 2014 schedule beginning with a 

Lake City Community Conversation in January.  The 

“Community Conversations” tour was developed to 

meet with communities on a grassroots level to 

discuss and determine immediate needs, collabo-

rate on solutions, and build stronger partnerships 

to help our youth.  The tour began in Gadsden 

County, and to date Prevention staff has traveled to 

25 counties and held 40 conversations with ap-

proximately 1,800 attendees.   

Due to the overwhelming success of these meetings, 

DJJ Secretary Wansley Walters joined Prevention 

team members in several communities to reempha-

size DJJ’s commitment to reform statewide.  Secre-

tary Walters utilized the “Community Conversa-

tions” as a forum to have a one-on-one conversa-

tion with community residents.   The tour pre-

sented an opportunity for communities to share 

with DJJ leadership their unique and individual 

needs for community prevention services. In addi-

tion, these meetings provided a forum for discus-

sion on the proposed revisions to Chapter 985, 

Florida Statutes, which governs juvenile justice. For 

the first time since DJJ’s inception, the revisions 

create an individual statute to place importance on 

prevention services.  

Because DJJ strives to strengthen community and 

stakeholder partnerships, these grassroots meet-

ings serve the important role of connecting DJJ first-

hand with local communities. Prevention staff is 

committed to working with communities statewide 

spreading the Department’s message. The Office of 

Prevention focuses its practices and services on 

preventing and diverting youth who do not belong 

in the juvenile justice system and work to find ap-

propriate alternatives to holding them in costly and 

secure detention centers.   

Our philosophy is to build stronger, safer communi-

ties and healthy, positive relationships within fami-

lies through collaboration with communities. 

2014 Adolescent Conference · May 13-15, 2014 · Orlando, FL 

Report on Impact of  Family Visitation 
A report from the Vera Institute of Justice, Ohio Department of Youth 

Services and the Public Welfare Foundation underscores the importance 

of family involvement for incarcerated youth. The Families as Partners: 

Supporting Youth Reentry Project’s findings reveal the positive correla-

tion between family visitation and behavior and school performance, and 

suggest juvenile correctional facilities should change their visitation poli-

cies to promote more frequent visitation with families. In the study, teens 

who were never visited earned the lowest GPA scores and had three 

times as many behavior incidents as those who saw their families at least 

once a week. Conversely, youth who had regular family visits experienced 

the lowest levels of behavioral incidents and earned the highest GPAs. 

Here are some highlights from the report: Youth who were visited regu-

larly committed an average of four behavioral incidents per month, com-

pared to six among those visited infrequently and 14 among those who 

were never visited; youth who had never received a visit exhibited the 

highest rates of  behavioral incidents; Average GPAs for youth who never 

had a visitor was 80.4, compared to 82 for those who had visits infre-

quently and 85 for youth who had   frequent visits.    To read report. 

 

Recent Reports  DJJ Prevention Update 

2014 Coalition for Juvenile Justice,  CJJ's 2014 Annual Conference, 

"Looking Back, Planning Ahead: A Vision for the Next 40 Years in Juvenile 

Justice," 6/18/2014 - 6/21/2014, for more info 

2014 FJJA Adolescent Conference "The Way Forward: Our 

Communities, Our Youth, Our Future" May 12-15, 2014. Make your room 

reservations today go to Florida Hotel and Conference Center.  

FJJA Post Conferences at 2014 Adolescent Conference. May 15, 

2014 at the Florida Hotel and Conference Center in Orlando. Three all day 

intensives include Mental Health First Aid , Bullying,  Cyber Bulling and 

Suicide Prevention and Human Trafficking of Minors. 

The Adolescent Conference is Open! REGISTER NOW! 

Upcoming Conferences  

My Brother’s Keeper:  Update on President’s Obama’s 

New Initiative   
 
 86 percent of African-American boys and 82 percent of Hispanic boys 

are reading below proficiency levels–compared to 54 percent of their 
white peers–by the time they’ve hit fourth grade. 

 African-American and Hispanic young men are more than six times 
as likely to be victims of murder than their white peers and account 
for almost half of the country's murder victims each year. 

 African-Americans make up 16 percent of the overall youth popula-
tion but account for 28 percent of juvenile arrests and 37 percent of 
prisoners and jail detainees. 

 
For more information 

http://www.2013adolescentconference.org
http://www.2013adolescentconference.org
http://www.vera.org/sites/default/files/resources/downloads/impact-of-family-visitation-on-incarcerated-youth-brief.pdf
http://www.juvjustice.org/events/conferences/2014-annual-conference
http://www.cvent.com/events/2014-adolescent-conference/event-summary-37c64d480acb4b27bbc908aa1e783e0d.aspx
http://usfhc.webhotel.microsdc.us/bp/search_rooms.jsp?groupCode=140512FLOR
http://www.whitehouse.gov/my-brothers-keeper
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E- News 

There have been two major changes to the juvenile system's demographics. We've taken many of the "easy" kids out of the sys-
tem. Appropriately, a higher proportion of kids are in the juvenile justice system because their needs and risk level are both 
high and complex. 

Fund Alternatives Instead Of Locking Up More Kids 

 

Youth of color are overrepresented at almost every level of contact with the juvenile justice system, an issue often referred to 
as disproportionate minority contact. But despite the numbers, there are still very few youth advocates who represent the com-
munities that are most-affected by the system. 

Fellowship Helps Recruit More Juvenile Justice Workers of Color 

 

A majority of states have taken steps to reform or limit mandatory sentencing laws, signaling a shift in a decades-long approach 
to reducing crime.       

Vera Study Looks at Sentencing Reforms 

 

Now comes the Florida legislature with a bill, sponsored by the National Rifle Association, to supposedly solve the unfairness of 
rigid zero tolerance rules. 

 Scrap Zero Tolerance Rules 

 

Have You Nominated Someone? Conference Awards Nomination Deadline is Friday, April 18 

The theme of the 2014 Adolescent Conference is The Way Forward: Our Communities, Our Youth, Our Future. This year, we 

hope to recognize the people who show youth the way forward -- the men and women who give so much of themselves to enrich 

the lives of all of our at risk youth.  This year, we will present awards at the conference in the following areas: 

 Unsung Hero-For extraordinary actions that have made a positive impact in the lives of youth. 

 Creativity/Innovation Award-For participation in the development and implementation of creative and innovative ap-

proaches that have impacted the agency. 

 Client Services Award- For demonstration of enthusiasm, resourcefulness and compassion in responding to clients 

needs, concerns and well-being. Also for demonstrating a cooperative, positive, friendly attitude with peers and external 

customers. 

 Public Service Award- For participating in community initiatives that educate and foster understanding of issues that at-

risk youth face. 

 Leadership Award– demonstrating leadership in the juvenile justice arena by promoting high quality programming and 

interventions as well as systems advocacy and change/reform through collaborative relationships and teamwork. 

 Youth Leadership Award– recognizing a young person, age 13-19 who demonstrates leadership among their peers in a 

youth program, school or community as a volunteer committed to affecting positive change. Leadership skills may include 

initiative, dedication, integrity, acceptance of responsibility and teamwork. 

We hope that you will take the opportunity to share a story about someone you know who deserves recognition. These individu-

als are those who see the potential of “what lies beneath” in the most vulnerable of at-risk youth and they dedicate their work to 

helping them get back on track.  We often forget to acknowledge their sacrifice and their work often goes unnoticed. The top 

winners will receive a complimentary registration to the 2014 Adolescent Conference and will be honored at the awards ban-

quet at the conference.   Nominate a deserving individual. 

 

http://www.2013adolescentconference.org
http://articles.courant.com/2014-03-03/news/hc-op-anderson-connecticut-locks-up-too-many-boys--20140303_1_justice-system-connecticut-juvenile-training-school-juvenile-court
http://jjie.org/fellowship-helps-recruit-more-juvenile-justice-workers-of-color/
http://jjie.org/vera-study-looks-at-mandatory-sentencing-reforms/106312/
http://www.news-press.com/article/20140209/OPINION/302090037/Editorial-Department-Juvenile-Justice-costs-burden-counties?nclick_check=1
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/philip-k-howard/howards-daily-scrap-zero_b_5062623.html
http://www.cvent.com/events/2014-adolescent-conference/custom-20-37c64d480acb4b27bbc908aa1e783e0d.aspx
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Sponsor Showcase - 2014 Adolescent Conference 

There is still time to join the list! 

 

With generous support from 

the Casey Foundation 

http://www.2013adolescentconference.org
http://www.ablmanagement.com/
http://danielkids.org/page.aspx?pid=370
http://www.bbinsurance.com/
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